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still separated to some degree from the suburb that extends from
Magdalen Bridge along the Cowley and Iffley Roads (St. Clement's),
by the belt of Oxford Cky (c£ Figs. 4 and 5). The three Headingtons
have been virtually amalgamated and form a separate built-up area.
Thus, on the east of the Cherwell, Oxford now possesses the three
main suburbs of Headington, Cowley, and St. Clement's, which are
being rapidly joined to each other. Extensive building operations
have taken place north of Summertown, so that a new suburb has
enveloped the Wolvercotes and is now contiguous with Summer-
town and North Oxford.
The suburbs of Oxford are not confined to the area within the city
boundaries. The development of land for building immediately out-
side these boundaries has been taking place in several directions.
The most important area is that situated west of Botley, where build-
ing has rapidly covered the slopes of Cumnor Hill. Further, there
has been much building round Littlemore, in the district east of
Headington Quarry, and also along the Marston Road towards Old
Marston. The growth of new suburbs such as these, just outside the
boundaries of a city or borough, raises many important administra-
tive difficulties.
Owing to the fact that it has been generally impossible to build on
the alluvium, the modern city of Oxford has a somewhat odd shape.
Figure 5 shows the extraordinary way in which Oxford is divided
into sections by the valleys of the rivers. The kck of bridges results
in some curious difficulties of transport. A journey by car from
Iffley to New Hinksey, both places within the city, and about one
mile apart as the crow flies, involves a route of three miles. The new
by-pass road on the north has made communication between Head-
ington and Summertown considerably easier than in the past.
The nodality of Oxford.
(i) Rivers and canals. Oxford is a very convenient centre for com-
munications of all kinds, and this natural nodality has facilitated its
recent growth. The city is situated at about the same distance (60-70
miles) from the three ports of London, Bristol, and Southampton,
and from the industrial area of Birmingham. It has, therefore, a
central position, not only in the upper Thames basin, but also in the
south of England as a whole. During the course of the last two
hundred years the construction of canals, metalled roads, and rail-
ways has linked up larger and larger areas with Oxford. Direct
communication with London by water is provided by the Thames.
While the amount of water-borne traffic is not very large to-day, it

